
  Issue no.: 41/21/TCD 
 

 

European Standard for Children's Mattresses 

for and has been Amended  Cots  Cribs 
 

This European Standard, EN 16890:2017+A1:2021, as amended on 2021-06-30, is titled "Children's furniture - Mattresses for 
cots and cribs - Safety requirements and test methods".  It specifies safety requirements and test methods for mattresses 
including mattress bases and mattress toppers, used in children's cots, travel cots, cribs and suspended baby beds, for 
domestic and non-domestic use.  This European Standard does not apply to mattresses for carry cots and pram bodies, 
inflatable mattresses, water mattresses and mattresses used for medical purposes. 

This amended version of EN 16890 is expected to be cited in the General Product Safety Directive (2001/95/EC) shortly. 

 

Major Changes: 
This amendment (A1:2021) updates and corrects some provisions of the standard EN 16890:2017.  The changes, amongst 
others, are listed as follows: 
 
1. EN 71-3: 2019 is now used as reference for determining a "chemical hazard". 
 
2. The method to check nominal dimensions is amended.  The tolerance on width and length is now +25/-0 mm, and the 

thickness shall also be indicated. 
 
3. Verification is required to ensure the thickness of the mattress does not exceed the nominal value. 
 
4. Decorative stitches and quilting are now explicitly excluded from strength and slippage requirements, and information 

should be given on the wording "other fabrics to be tested”. 
 
5. Length or perimeter of cords and loops are regulated, to prevent strangulation hazards. 

 
6. Additional information is needed to ensure the durability test is conducted. 
 

Effective Date: 
Any European national standards conflicting with this EN have to be withdrawn by 2021-12-31 at the latest. 
 

References: 
https://standards.cen.eu/dyn/www/f?p=204:110:0::::FSP_PROJECT:73921&cs=1E1F8252C603C9B0E2505435540CFC0EF  
https://www.en-standard.eu/bs-en-16890-2017-a1-2021-children-s-furniture-mattresses-for-cots-and-cribs-safety-requirements-and-test-
methods/ 
 
 
STC (Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre) is a not-for-profit, independent testing, inspection and certification 
organization.  With a global network of ISO/IEC 17025 accredited testing laboratories and over 50 years of experience in 
consumer product testing, we can meet your conformity assessment needs with highly efficient and reliable service.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Hong Kong: hktcd@stc.group Dongguan: dgtcd@stc.group Shanghai: shtcd@stc.group 
Changzhou: czstc@stc.group Vietnam: vnstc@stc.group Japan: jpo@stc.group 
U.S.A.: usstc@stc.group Germany: grstc@stc.group  
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